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1 Read the text and write True or False for sentences 1–5. 
Explain your answers.

1 Nobody sent text messages before 1992.

 

 

2 Fewer people sent text messages in 2003 than in 2004.

 

 

3 School children in Britain have to pay £5 to use their 
mobiles in class. 

 

 

4 Mobile phones are not easy to use.  

 

5 According to research, too much texting and 
emailing can have a negative effect on our ability to 
communicate well. 

 

 

2 Read the text again and answer the questions. 
Use complete sentences.

1 Why did someone invent SMS texting?  

 

 

2 Why is texting particularly popular with teenagers?

 

 

 

3 In which situation is texting dangerous?

 

 

3 Find words and phrases in the text that mean:

1 the same as (paragraph A) 

2 an amount of money you have to pay

as a punishment (paragraph B) 

3 to take something away for a 

period of time (paragraph B) 

4 children (paragraph C) 

5 disadvantages (paragraph D) 

6 impolite (paragraph D) 

Unit 4 Reading practice

SMS texting

A  Short Messaging Service, or SMS, was invented 
during the 1980s as a means of communication for 
engineers who were setting up Britain’s mobile phone 
network. Since its introduction to the public in 1992, 
it has become incredibly popular. In 2004, people in 
Britain sent a record 25 billion text messages on their 
mobiles. That is equivalent to 416 messages for every 
man, woman and child in the country. 

B  Nowadays, over 75 per cent of British teenagers 
own a mobile phone. As a result, most schools allow 
students to have their phones with them in class, but 
they must be switched off.  School rules often state 
that if teachers catch you texting in class, you will 
have to pay a fine of £5. However, in other schools, 
teachers will actually confiscate any mobiles which 
are used during a lesson.

C  So why is SMS texting so popular? It is very 
convenient. Your phone is always in your pocket and 
it could not be easier to use. It is also cost-effective. 
Texts are generally cheaper than long phone 
calls. Finally, and perhaps most importantly, it is a 
confidential form of communication that nobody else 
can listen to. Kids, and especially teenagers, need 
their privacy, which is something they often do not 
have at school or home.

D  Although texting has become very important in 
society, it does have some downsides. Sending 
messages in social situations, such as during a meal, 
is rude. Also, research has shown that texting (as 
well as fast emailing) is ruining our ability to express 
ourselves clearly. Finally, texting whilst driving is 
dangerous and can cause accidents. Even though it 
is now illegal in Britain to hold a mobile phone and 
speak whilst driving, many people continue to send 
text messages.
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