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1 Read the text and write True or False for sentences 1–5. 
Explain your answers.

1 The paparazzi try to take photos of celebrities smiling.

 

 

2 The paparazzi often take photos from unusual places.

 

 

3 In the past, some paparazzi have started fires to get 
famous people out of buildings.

 

 

4 Sean Penn acted aggressively because a photographer 
tried to make him angry.

 

 

5 The author thinks that the solution to the problem is to 
change the law.

 

 

2 Read the text again and answer the questions. Use 
complete sentences.

1 What did the paparazzi do to enter the hospital to see 
Michael Douglas’ baby?

 

 

2 Some paparazzi do not mind breaking the law to get a 
good photo. Why not?

 

 

3 What happened to someone who tried to photograph 
Britney Spears in a pet shop?

 

 

4 Why does the author think the public should take some 
responsibility for the actions of the paparazzi?

 

 

 

3 Find words and phrases in the text that mean:

1 embarrassing (paragraph A) 
2 do anything, even if it is 

unreasonable (paragraph B) 
3 making a large profit 

(paragraph B) 

4 make angry (paragraph C) 

5 arguments or fights (paragraph C) 

6 hurry (paragraph D) 

Are the paparazzi too powerful?

A  The original paparazzi were Italian celebrity 
photographers who realized that pictures of famous 
people in compromising situations were much 
more valuable than pictures of them smiling at the 
camera. Nowadays, paparazzi pictures are sold for an 
enormous amount of money.

B  Some paparazzi will go to great lengths to get 
the perfect shot, taking photos from tree tops, 
boats and even helicopters. A few years ago, some 
photographers actually pretended to be related to 
Michael Douglas so they could get into the hospital 
where his son had just been born. In other cases, 
paparazzi have set off fire alarms or made bomb 
threats in order to force celebrities out of buildings 
and onto the streets outside. Although these tactics 
are illegal, the photos are so lucrative that legal costs 
are considered part of the business.

C  The paparazzi try to annoy celebrities too, so they 
become bad-tempered and aggressive, and might 
even start fighting. The actor, Sean Penn, has often 
been pictured in confrontations with photographers 
after being provoked by them. However, it can also be 
a dangerous game to play. When Britney Spears and 
her mother were surrounded by paparazzi in a pet 
shop, one photographer was badly injured by Britney’s 
mother as she escaped in her car.

D  What can be done about the problem of the 
paparazzi? If the law is not changed, then the privacy 
and the lives of some celebrities will continue to be 
endangered by the actions of some photographers. 
On the other hand, if the law becomes too restrictive, 
the freedom of the press could be lost. What’s more, 
we must ask ourselves about the source of the 
problem. Whilst the methods of paparazzi are hated 
by most people, the same people rush out to buy 
the newspapers and magazines which publish their 
photos.
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