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USO BÁSICO DE PREPOSICIÓNS
	PREPOSITIONS OF TIME AND DATE: at, on, by, in

	At, on
	At a time:

At dawn/at midnight/at six/at 4.30

	
	At an age:

At sixteen/at the age of sixteen/She got married at seventeen

	
	On a day/date:

On Monday/on Christmas day/on June 4

	
	Exceptions:

At night/at Christmas/at Easter (the period, not the day only)

On the morning/afternoon/evening/night of a certain date

We arrived on the morning of the sixth

	By
	By a time/date/period = at that time or before/not later than that date

The train starts at 6.10, so you had better be at the station by 6.00

	
	By is often used with a perfect tense, particularly the future perfect

By the end of July I’ll have read all those books

	On/in
	On time = at the time arranged, not before, not after

The 8.15 train started on time = It started at 8.15

	
	In time = not late

Passengers should be in time for their train

	At the beginning (of)/at the end (of)
	= Literally at the beginning/end

At the beginning of the book there is often a table of contents

	In the beginning/at first
	= In the early stages. It implies that later on there was a change

In the beginning/At first we used hand tools. Later we had machines

	In the end/at last
	= Eventually/after some time

At first he opposed to the marriage, but in the end he gave his consent

	TIME

	from
	It is normally used with to or till/until

Most people work from nine to/till five

	since
	It is used for time, never for place

He has been here since Monday

	
	Since can also be a conjunction of time

It is two years since I last saw him

	
	Since can also introduce other types of clause

Since you don’t trust him, why do you employ him?

	for
	It is used of a period of time

He has worked here for a year

He travelled in the desert for three months

	during
	It is used with known periods of time

During the summer/during the Middle Ages/during his childhood

	PREPOSITIONS OF TRAVEL AND MOVEMENT

	a.-
	We travel from our starting place to our destination

They flew/drove/cycled/walked from Paris to Rome

When are you coming back to England?

	b.-
	Arrive at/in

We arrive in a town or country, at or in a village, at any other destination

They arrived in Spain/Madrid

I arrived at the hotel/at the airport/at the bridge/at the crossroads

	
	Get to can be used with any destination

He got to the station just in time for his train

	c.-
	Home

We can use go/come/return/arrive/get… + home  without a preposition (except when preceded or followed by a descriptive word)

It took us an hour to get home

She returned to her parents’ home

	d.-
	Method of transport

We can travel  by  car (but  in  the/my/Tom’s car),  by  train/bus/plane/… and  by  sea/air

We can walk or go on foot. We can cycle or go on a bicycle or by bicycle. 

We can go or ride on horseback.

We get into a public or private vehicle, or get in (adverb).

We get on/onto a public vehicle, or get on (adverb).

We get on/onto a horse/camel/bike.

We get out of a public or private vehicle, or get out (adverb).

We get off a public vehicle, a horse, bicycle,… or get off (adverb).

	e.-
	Get in/into/out/out of can also be used of buildings, institutions and countries when there is some difficulty in entering or leaving:

I’ve lost my keys! How are we going to get into the flat?

It’s difficult to get into a university nowadays

The house is on fire! We had better get out

	AT / IN      IN / INTO      ON / ONTO

	At / in
	We can be at home, at work, at the office, at school, at the university, at an address, at a certain point: at the bridge/at the crossroads/at the bus stop

	
	We can be  in a country, a town, a village, a square, a street, a room, a forest, a wood, a field, a desert or any place which has boundaries or is enclosed

	
	At is used when it means ‘at this point’ rather than ‘inside’

In means inside only

At could mean inside or in the grounds or just outside

We can be at or in the sea, a river, lake swimming pool,…. In here means actually in the water.

The children are swimming in the river

At the sea means ‘near/beside the sea’

At sea means ‘on a ship’

	In / into
	In normally indicates position

Into indicates movement, entrance

With the verb put, either in or into can be used:

He put his hands in/into his pockets

In can also be an adverb:  Come in/Get in

	On / onto
	On can be used for both position and movement

He sat on his case

He went on board ship

	
	Onto can be used when there is movement involving a change of level

People climbed onto their roofs

The cat jumped onto the mantelpiece

	
	On can also be an adverb:    Go on   /   Come on

	
	

	

	ABOVE, OVER, UNDER, BELOW

	a.-
	Above (preposition and adverb)

Over (preposition)

Both of them can mean ‘higher than’:

Flags waved above/over our heads

But over can also mean ‘covering, touching, across’:

We put a rug over him

There is a bridge over the river

	b.-
	Below (preposition and adverb)

Under (preposition)

Under can indicate contact:

She put the letter under her pillow

With below there is always a space between the two surfaces:

They live below us

	Of, to, in, for USED WITH CERTAIN ADJECTIVES AND PARTICIPLES

	of
	After: afraid, ashamed, aware, capable, composed, fond, scared, suspicious, terrified, tired

	to
	After: according, accustomed, due, exposed, liable, owing, used

	in
	After: absorbed, interested, involved, successful

	for
	After: anxious, fit, inclined, ready

	
	Examples:

I was afraid of making him angry

Are you aware of the risks?

They were tired of waiting

She is suspicious of strangers

According to Tom there are three hotels

Owing to the rain the ground was not fdit to play on

I’m accustomed/used to hard work

He’ll soon get used to getting up early

He was absorbed in his book

I am interested in the idea

Are you ready for your breakfast?

	Good/bad      at
	He is good at Mathematics

	Sorry for/about
	I am sorry for being late on Monday

I am sorry about Monday

	like
	All the windows are barred. It is like a prison

Do you feel like a drink?

Feel like + gerund

I don’t feel like walking ten miles

	VERBS AND PREPOSITIONS

	of
	After: dream, consist, think, remind someone of something

	to
	After: attend, conform, object, occur, refer, resort, prefer one thing/action to another

	in
	After: believe, persist, succeed

	for
	After: apologize,apply, ask, beg, hope, long, prepare, wait, wish

We can also blame, fine, punish,… someone for an offence

	on
	After: depend, insist, live, rely

	with
	After: argue, quarrel, fight, compare, comply, deal
The police can charge someone with an offence

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	Examples:

It never occurred to me to doubt him

When arguments failed he resorted to threats

Do you believe in ghosts?

They persisted in defying the law

They were fined for/charged with exceeding the speed limit

Although he was drunk he insisted on driving

You must comply with the regulations

	

	PREPOSITIONS/ADVERBS

	Many words can be used as either prepositions or adverbs. The most important of these are:

	Above, about, across, along, before, behind, below, by, down, in, near, off, on, over, round, through, under, up

	
	Examples:

He got off the bus at the corner (p)

He got off at the corner (a)

They were here before six (p)

He has done this sort of work before (a)

Peter is behind us (p)

He is a long way behind (a)

She climbed over the wall (p)

You will have to climb over too (a)

The shop is just round the corner (p)

Come round any evening (a) (= come to my house)
He ran up the stairs (p)

He went up in the lift (a)

	Many of these words are used to form phrasal verbs:

	The plane took off
	(left the ground)

	He came round/to
	(recovered consciousness)

	My plans fell through
	(came to nothing)

	He gave up trying
	(stopped trying)

	A few prepositions (after, before, till) can also be used as conjunctions:

	
	Examples:

After he had explained the position…

Before we left the house…

I’ll stay here till it begins to get cold…


	SUBSTANTIVO + PREPOSICIÓN

	ability at
	habilidade para
	decision on
	decisión sobre
	love for
	amor por

	access to
	entrada a, acceso a
	difficulty with
	dificultade con
	need for
	necesidade de

	admiration for
	admiración por
	discussion about
	discusión sobre
	proof of
	proba de

	allergy to
	alerxia a
	hundreds of 
	centos de
	quarrel with
	rifa con

	alternative to
	alternativa a
	thousands of
	milleiros de
	reason for
	razón para

	answer to
	resposta a
	effect on
	efecto en, sobre
	skill at
	habilidade en

	attack on
	ataque a
	example of
	exemplo de
	solution to
	solución a, de, para

	comment on
	comentario sobre
	explanation for
	explicación de
	success in / at
	éxito en

	ín connection with
	con respecto a
	the idea of
	a idea de
	sympathy for
	comprensión de

	crime against
	crime contra
	influence on
	influencia en, sobre
	the thought of
	a intención de

	cure for
	cura para
	interest in
	interese en
	
	

	danger of
	perigo de
	lack of
	falta de, escasez de
	
	

	EXPRESIÓNS CON PREPOSICIÓNS

	at any rate
	de tódolos xeitos, en todo caso
	by night
	de noite, pola noite

	at a time
	ó mesmo tempo
	by no means
	de ningún xeito

	at breakfast
	ó almorzo
	by plane
	en avión

	at church
	na igrexa
	by post
	por correo

	at first
	ó principio
	by sea
	por mar

	at first sight
	a primeira vista
	by ship
	en barco

	at any time
	en calquera momento
	by surprise
	por sorpresa

	at heart
	no fondo
	by train
	en tren

	at home
	na casa
	by the time
	cando, no momento en que

	at last
	por fin
	by the way
	a propósito, por certo

	at least
	polo menos, como mínimo
	by yourself
	ti só, por ti mesmo

	at once
	en seguida
	in a hurry
	de présa

	at present
	actualmente, hoxe en día
	in any case
	de tódolos xeitos, en calquera caso

	at school
	na escola
	in a way
	en certo modo

	at sea
	no mar (dentro do mar)
	in bed
	na cama

	at the same time
	ó mesmo tempo
	in common
	en común

	at times
	ás veces
	in common with
	de acordo con

	at war
	na guerra, en guerra
	in danger
	en perigo

	at work
	no traballo
	in debt
	en débeda

	by accident
	por casualidade, accidentalmente
	in fact
	en realidade, de feito

	by air
	en avión
	in general
	en xeral

	by all means
	por suposto, non faltaba máis
	in love
	namorado

	by any means
	de calquera xeito
	in order
	en orde

	by bus
	en bus
	in other words
	noutras palabras

	by car
	en coche
	in particular
	especialmente, principalmente

	by chance
	por casualidade
	in pieces
	en anacos

	by day
	de día, polo día
	in place
	no seu sitio

	by far
	con moito, como moito
	in prison
	na cadea, no cárcere

	by hand
	á man
	in private
	en privado

	by heart
	de memoria
	in public
	en público

	by land
	por terra
	in secret
	en secreto

	by mistake
	por equivocación, sen querer
	in sight
	á vista

	in tears
	chorando
	on time
	a tempo (xusto a tempo)

	in the end
	ó final, á fin
	out of breath
	sen alento, sufocado

	in time
	a tempo (con tempo de sobra)
	out of control
	fóra de control

	off duty
	fóra de servicio, non funciona
	out of danger
	fóra de perigo

	on a journey
	de viaxe
	out of date
	caducado

	on business
	de negocios
	out of doors
	fóra, ó aire libre

	on duty
	en servicio, de servicio
	out of order
	avariado, fóra de servicio

	on fire
	en chamas, ardendo
	out of place
	fóra de lugar

	on foot
	a pé
	out of practice
	sen práctica, sen experiencia

	on holiday
	de vacacións
	out of reach
	fóra de alcance

	on purpose
	adrede, á mantenta
	out of sight
	fóra da vista

	on sale
	en venda
	out of the question
	¡nin falar!

	on the one hand
	por un lado, por unha parte
	out of work
	sen traballo, desempregado, parado

	on the other hand
	por outra parte
	under control
	baixo control

	on the whole
	en xeral
	up to date
	ó día, actualizado; ó tanto de algo


	ADXECTIVO/PARTICIPIO + PREPOSICIÓN

	absorbed in
	absorto en
	fit for
	apropiado para
	prepared for
	preparado para

	according to
	segundo (preposic.)
	fond of
	afeccionado a
	proud of
	orgulloso de

	accustomed to
	acostumado a
	fond of
	afectuoso con
	ready for
	listo, preparado para

	afraid of
	asustado de, medo de
	frightened of
	asustado de
	responsible for
	responsable de

	angry at
	enfadado con, por
	good at / for
	bo en / bo para
	responsible to
	responsable diante de

	anxious for/about
	preocupado por
	interested in
	interesado en
	scared of
	asustado de

	ashamed of
	avergoñado de
	involved in
	involucrado en
	successful in / at
	afortunado en

	aware of
	consciente de
	keen on
	afeccionado a
	suspicious of
	sospeitoso,receoso de

	bad at / for
	malo en /malo para
	kind to
	amable con/bo para
	tired of
	canso de

	capable of
	capaz de
	liable for 
	responsable de
	typical of
	característico de

	confident of
	fe en, seguro de
	owing to
	debido a
	worried about
	preocupado por

	due to 
	debido a
	pleased with
	satisfeito  de
	
	

	exposed to
	exposto a
	polite to
	educado con
	
	

	VERB + PREPOSITION

	agree with 
	estar de acordo con, ir con*
	agree to
	aceptar, consentir
	agree on
	poñerse de acordo

	apologize (to sb) for
	pedir desculpas, pedir perdón (a alguén) por

	apply to (sb) for (sth)
	solicitarlle (algo a alguén)

	arrive at
	chegar a (edificio)

	arrive in
	chegar a (cidade, país)

	ask about
	preguntar por algo, acerca de algo
	ask for
	pedirlle algo a alguén

	attend to
	atender a, ocuparse de, cuidar a/de   (attend = asistir)

	beg for
	pedir por favor algo, suplicar algo

	believe in
	crer en, ter fe en

	beware of
	ter coidado con

	blame (sb) for
	culpar a alguén de algo, botarlle a culpa de algo

	care about 
	preocuparse por algo
	care for
	coidar a, encargarse de, ocuparse de

	compare (sth) with
	comparar (algo) con

	congratulate (sb) on
	darlle a noraboa a alguén, felicitar a alguén por algo

	consist of
	constar, estar composto de algo
	consist in
	consistir en

	depend on
	depender de

	die of
	morrer de

	divide into
	dividir en
	divided by
	dividido por

	dream of / about 
	soñar con

	explain to
	explicar a

	fine (sb) for
	multar (a alguén) por

	hope for
	esperar que, ter esperanzas de que

	insist on
	insistir en, empeñarse en que

	laugh at
	rirse de

	listen to
	escoitar (a)

	live on (food/money)
	vivir de (comida/cartos)

	long for
	estrañar, botar de menos (algo, a alguén)

	object to
	opoñerse a, poñer obxeccións a

	pay for
	pagar (por)

	persist in
	persistir en, insistir en

	prefer (sb / sth) to (sb / sth)
	preferir (a alguén/algo) a (alguén/algo)

	prepare for
	prepararse para

	prevent (sb) from
	impedirlle (a alguén) que faga algo

	punish (sb) for
	castigar (a alguén) por

	quarrel with (sb) about
	rifar (con alguén) por/sobre/de

	refer to
	facer referencia a, aludir a
	take care of
	coidar a, atender a, ocuparse de alguén

	rely on
	confiar en / basearse en
	talk to
	falar con (charlar, conversar)

	remind (sb) of
	lembrarlle (a alguén) algo
	think of / about
	pensar en

	smile at
	sorrir a
	wait for
	esperar (a)

	speak to
	falar con/a
	speak of / about
	falar de
	warn (sb) about
	advertir (a alguén) de

	succeed in
	ter éxito en, triunfar en
	write to
	escribir (a)

	suffer from
	sufrir de, padecer de
	
	


(* This suit doesn't agree with him - este traxe non vai con el, co seu estilo, maneira de ser,...)
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