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Xuño 1998

Read the text and the instructions to the questions very carefully. Answer all the questions in English.


After having assured their return journey, the writer and his companion could concentrate on collecting and filming animals. As they needed the help of the local lndians, they made their way to a nearby village, which consisted of a few ruinous huts in a pleasant valley entirely surrounded by high mountains. The Indians they found there wore European clothes and had obviously abandoned their traditional way of life. They kept a few diseased chickens and skinny cattle instead of hunting for their meat as their ancestors had done for hundreds of years. The writer's companion explained that they were looking for birds and mammals, particularly armadillos, for which they would pay very well. Anyone who could show them inhabited nests and holes, he said, would be well rewarded. The Indians were apathetic and uncooperative, and found it difficult to understand why we had travelled hundreds of miles to seek what they could see almost every day. Noticing the absence of biting insects the writer asked whether they were ever troubled by them, to which the lndians replied by slowly shaking their heads. The writer admitted that he considered that having to live in such a hot, humid environment would no doubt have made him lethargic too. The headman explained the inconvenience of the visitors' request and said that the villagers had, for several weeks previously, been contemplating cutting down a particular tree and, until a decision on this matter was reached, no other activity could possibly be considered.

Questions:

1. Write a title in English which best summarises the text and justify your answer. (2 marks)
2. Explain in English the meaning of the following expressions as used in the text:

(1 mark: 0,5 each)

a) made their way to


b) well rewarded

3. Complete the second sentence of each pair with reference to the first one (2 marks: 1 mark each)
a) As they needed the help of the local Indians, they made their way to a nearby village

They made their way to a nearby village..............

b) The Indians were apathetic and uncooperative, and found it difficult to understand what the writer and his companion wanted to do

The Indians, who..............

4. Answer the following questions in your own words. The information must be taken from the text: (2 marks: 1 mark each)

a) What kind of help did the writer's companion expect from the local Indians?


b) Why were the Indians so reluctant to help?

5. Answer the following question in your own words (minimum 70 words,
maximum 90 words)  

(3 marks): 

               Would you like to meet people from other cultures? Why?

Setembro 1998 

Read the text and the instructions to the questions very carefully. Answer all the questions in English.


Some years ago the World Health Organisation announced that the disease of smallpox had almost disappeared in most parts of the world, thanks to widespread vaccination. Most people are vaccinated at least once in their lives and, in some hazardous areas, they must be able to show a certificate proving that they have had a recent vaccination if they wish to travel from one country to another. In this way the disease has been prevented from spreading and today one seldom hears of it at all. This is mainly due to the remarkable discovery made by a country doctor, Edward Jenner, in about 1798 when he published an account of his experiments in a new method called '"vaccination" (from the Latin word "vacca" meaning a cow). Jenner discovered that people who worked with cattle, like milkmaids and cowmen, were often infected with a harmless disease called cowpox which they caught from the cattle; but these people never seemed to get smallpox. So he experimented by making a scratch on the arms of healthy people infecting them with cowpox, and though their arms became sore for a day or two, they soon healed and none of these people ever got smallpox. Soon the news of the wonderful discovery spread abroad and people rushed to their doctors to be vaccinated. In America, at Gibraltar, in Spain, Egypt and China the simple scratch of the arm was performed on thousands of people, and the terrible smallpox began to disappear.

Questions:

1. Write a title in English which best summarises the text and justify your answer.(2 marks)
2. Explain in English the meaning of the following expressions as used in the text. 
(1 mark: 0,5 each): 

a) mainly due to


b) people rushed to their doctors
3. Complete the second sentence of each pair with referenee to the first one(2 marks: 1 mark each)

a) Vaccination was immediately tested on people after its discovery by Jenner at the end of the eighteenth century

As soon as vaccination...

b) Milkmaids and cowmen infected with cowpox will never catch smallpox

lf milkmaids and cowmen...
4. Answer the following questions in your own words. The information must be taken from the text: (2 marks: 1 mark each)
 
a) Why is a vaccination certificate sometimes necessary if you want to


travel from one country to another?


b) What observation led Jenner to discover the smallpox vaccine?

5. Answer the following question in your own words (minimum 70 words, 
maximum 90 words (3 marks): 
"What measures would you take to prevent an infectious disease from spreading?

Xuño 1999

Read the text and the instructions to the questions very carefully. Answer all the questions in English.


Seen from the train for the first time, Windsor Castle is one of the most spectacular and unforgettable sights in the world. Sometimes the castle stands out clearly defined in the summer sunlight; at others it seems to float above the autumnal mists high above the earth. Only from the air can one see the enormous extent of the whole place which sprawls in a disordered way like some great medieval walled city. Within its thick walls one can find architectural styles from practically every century since the Normans, but it is to king George IV and his architect that we owe the incomparably romantic appearance of the castle as it is today. The name of Windsor is synonymous with royalty. The place itself has had royal associations since Saxon times and "Windsor" is the name which was adopted by the present dynasty as its surname. Windsor Castle is the largest inhabited castle in the world and has been the seat of the British sovereigns longer than any other royal residence still in use. lts story is also the story of the English monarchy through all its many vicissitudes over nine centuries. Anglo-Saxon kings used to own the manor of Windsor and had a royal palace there. This palace was not, however, on the site of the present castle, but in a place now called Old Windsor. lt was not until William I that the castle, as we know it today, was started.

Questions:

1. Write a title in English which best summarises the text and justify your answer. (2 marks)
2. Explain in English the meaning of the following expressions as used in the text: 
(1 mark: 0,5 each)


a) the castle stands out


b) the seat of the British sovereigns
3. Complete the second sentence of each pair with reference to the first one (2 marks: 1 mark each)


a) Only from the air can one see the enormous extent of Windsor Castle


The enormous extent of Windsor Castle..............


b) Windsor Castle is the largest inhabited castle in the world and has been the seat


of the British sovereigns for nine centuries


Windsor Castle, which..............

4. Answer the following questions in your own words. The information must be taken


from the text: (2 marks: 1 mark each)
a) What is the best point of view to appreciate the greatness of Windsor Castle?

b) What institution has been associated with Windsor Castle since the earliest times?

5. Answer the following question in your own words (minimum 80 words, maximum 100


words) (3 marks): 
If you could choose, would you prefer to live in a castle or in luxury fIat? Why?

Xuño 1997

Read the text and the instructions to the questions very carefully. Answer all the questions in English.


I had already been waiting in the barber's shop for half an hour reading newspapers and magazines when I came across an article entitled "Cigarette Smoking and Your Health". I read it slowly and thoughtfully because I am a very heavy smoker. It described the evils of smoking in a very detailed way and mentioned some frightful diseases such as lung cancer. As I clearly saw that I was the perfect candidate to develop one of these diseases, I got very anxious and had to light a cigarette to calm my nerves. I smoked with concentration and pleasure and tried to convince myself that this had to be my last cigarette. After making this decision, I went home and told my wife who was delighted to know that her curtains would no longer smell of stale smoke. For a whole week I did not smoke at all and had the usual symptoms of someone giving up this habit: a very bad temper and an enormous appetite. My family had to stand my bouts of anger and I put on a lot of weight in a few days. Whenever I met my friends, they offered me cigarettes and cigars and could not hide their amusement when I had some sweets instead. One day, however, it was more than I could bear. I accepted one cigarette and smoked it with satisfaction. Everything went back to normal and my wife and children are now very happy that my irritability is gone!

Questions: .

1. Write a title in English which best summarises the text and justify your answer. (2 marks) 

2. Explain in English the meaning of the following expressions as used in the text:

(1mark: 0,5 each)


a) giving up this habit




b) I put on a lot of weight
.


3. Complete the following sentences. The answer must be related to the text. You may use more than one word to fill in each blank: (2 marks: 1 mark each)


a) If you .................................... a heavy smoker, you need to make a great .......................... give up this habit


b) Social pressure is an important .................................. to those .......................... want to stop smoking.


4. Answer the following questions in your own words. The information must be taken from the text: (2 marks: 1 mark each)


a) What happened to the narrator in the barber's shop?


b) When did everything go back to normal?
5. Answer the following question in your own words 
(minimum 70 words, maximum 90 words) 
(3 marks)


What is your opinion of smokers?





Xuño 2001

Read the text and the instructions to the questions very carefully.

Answer all the questions in English.


I don't think that television has contributed much to our lives; in fact it gives us by its own nature a wrong slant. Perhaps the cardinal weakness in its development arase from its concern with entertainment rather than with information. Pictures on the screen have been used more to affect than to instruct. Even the news programmes set out to encourage more reaction and less reflection. Pictures shown briefly do not make you think, they merely invite you to look for the sequel, the next picture. The more you see the less you remember; you see too much to remember anything specific. The process of viewing is passive and the result of viewing is passive, too. One of the most effective documentaries shown on TV was a programme about the plight of a homeless family. The papers and radio programmes were full of it but it didn't change anything. Today the problem of homelessness is worse; things have not got better. TV transmits vicarious feelings. I mean, you are persuaded to react to experiences which are unfamiliar to you in your everyday life. And persuasion is an important word here because you are persuaded also to react in certain ways and to a degree that will not disturb you or your expectations too much. Words are also used for their affective rather than informative properties, witness terms like chaos, confusion, fundamental, this moment in time, profile. However, words have more chance of forcing thought upon us than pictures have, and more so if they are not illustrated by pictures.

Questions:

1. Write a title in English which best summarises the text and justify your answer (2 points).

2. Explain in English the meaning of the following expressions as used in the text
(1 point: 0,5 points each):

a) The plight of a homeless family.


b) Words have more chance of forcing thought upon us.
3. Complete the second sentence of each pair so that it has the same meaning as the first one: (2 points:1 point each)

a) The more you see the less you remember 
If you.........................

b) Pictures have been used more to affect than to instruct. 

People have used pictures more to................

4. Answer the following questions in your own words. The information must be taken from the text:  (2 points: 1 point each)

a) Does television's weakness lie in its emphasis on visual images?

b) Is the viewer stimulated to think?

5. Advantages and disadvantages of television as a means of communication 
(minimum 80, maximum 100 words) (3 points).





Xuño 2001

Read the text and the instructions to the questions very carefully. 
Answer all the questions in English.

Dear Alice,

How are you? I thought I'd better drop you a line from Ireland before I get home this weekend. I am having such a wonderful holiday here that I haven't had much time for writing, but I've taken three films of photos already! I hope they turn out so that I can show you how nice Ireland is.

Do you remember how worried I was before I came, when you tried to calm me down? Well, I am glad I listened to your advice. Ellie is so nice and friendly -you'd love her. She hasn't got red hair or freckles- so much for stereotypes! She is really funny and she loves to show me around Dublin. We've had a tour of Trinity College and yesterday we went to the Irish Writer's Museum which is well worth visiting! It is the nicest café I've ever been in and there's a great atmosphere. It's the only place here in Ireland where you can drink proper coffee-Bliss!

Ireland is really one of the most beautiful places I've ever visited. It is as green as they say. Mind you, it does rain a lot here! The people are really friendly and that makes up for the weather! We went on a tour of southern Ireland last week but we couldn't do much camping because of the rain. We visited the National Parks in Connemara and Killarney and I went to Jameson's Distillery to see how whisky is made. I was going to gel some for my dad, but alcohol is much more expensive here than in Spain and so it wasn't worth it.

I've already decided that I'd like to come back to Ireland. How do you fancy coming with me? Anyway, we can taIk about it next week and then once you meet Ellie in October, I'm sure you'll be convinced. I'll see you very soon. Love. Luisa.

Questions:

1. Write a title in English which best surnmarises the text and justify your answers 
(2 points)
2. Explain in English the meaning of the following expressions as used in the text:

 (1 point: 0,5 points each)
a) I thought I'd better drop you a line.

b) Do you fancy coming with me?

3. Complete the second sentence of each pair so that it has the same meaning as the first one:  (2 points: 1 point each)

a) I am glad I listened to your advice.


Listening to your advice is.........


b) I love Ireland even though it rains a lot.

In spite of................................
4. Answer the following questions in your own words. The information must be taken from the text:
(2 points: 1 point each)

a) Why isn't it worth buying whisky in Ireland?


b) Why does Luisa think that Alice will be convinced?

5. What did you like and dislike about your last summer holiday? 
(minimum 80 words, maximum 100 words) (3 points).







SETEMBRO 2001

Read the text and the instructions to the questions very carefully.

Answer all the questions in English.

Electricity is so much taken for granted in modern city life that we rarely think twice when turning on the light, when waiting for the traffic lights to change, or when using the many household devices that surround us. We rarely bother to think about this "wonder" of modern science until something goes wrong.

In the summer of 1959, something did go wrong with the power station that provided New York with electricity, so that for many hours normal life ground to a halt. Electric trains refused to move, the people in them being forced to sit helpless in the dark. Lifts in skyscrapers left their occupants stranded between floors for hours, or otherwise they had to walk down hundreds of stairs in the dark. Broadway and Fifth Avenue in an instant becarne gloomy and uninviting, and people couldn't leave their homes for fear of being robbed in the dark streets, for although the police had orders to stand by in case of emergency, they were just as isolated and confused as everyone else.

Meanwhile, in the homes, disorder prevailed as well. New York can be stifling in the summer and this year was no exception. Cool, air-conditioned apartments became furnaces, cakes and joints of meat remained uncooked in cooling ovens, and people sat impatient and frightened in the dark as if an unseen enemy had arrived from Mars. The only people who remained untroubled by the darkness were the blind. One of the strangest things that happened was when some fifty blind people led many sighted workers home from the factories. When the lights came on again, hardly a person in the city could have turned on a switch without reflecting how great a servant he had at his fingertips.

Questions

1. Write a title in English which best summarises the text, and justify your answer 
(2 points)

2. Explain in English the meaning of the following expressions as used in the text 
(1 point: 0,5 points each)

a) ground to a halt. 


b) at his fingertips.

3. Complete the second sentence of each pair so that it has the same meaning as the first one. (2 points: 1 point each)
a) We rarely bother to think about the wonders of modern science until something goes wrong.

It is not until .....

b) People couldn't leave their homes for fear of being robbed in the dark streets.

People were so .....

4. Answer the following questions in your own words. The information must be taken from the text:   (2 points:1 point each)
.

a) During which part  of the day did the electricity fail in New York? Give reasons for your answer. 
b) How could life be made different, so as to avoid problems like those mentioned in the text ?

5. What would happen where you live if the electricity didn't work for several days, and how do you think people would react ? 
(Minimum 80 words, maximum 100 words) (3 points).






SETEMBRO 2001/XUÑO 2003
Read the text and the instructions to the questions very carefully. 
Answer all the questions in English.

So you're about to leave home and go to university or college. Afraid? No doubt you've had advice from parents and teachers. But what you really need is to hear it from the experts -the students themselves. So here are some tips from students who volunteered to pass on their strategies for getting through that awful first term.
Paul: "The thought of everything I would be leaving behind got me worried: Mum's cooking. Mum doing the washing and ironing. Dad lending me money (maybe)! At first, takeaways and launderettes seemed the easiest option, but soon pasta and beans on toast took the place of takeaways, and doing my own washing and ironing replaced the launderette. It works out better on your wallet. You soon settle down, and parents are only a phone call away."

Claire: "The best thing about my first term was the wonderful feeling of living with my friends and having no one to tell us when to go to bed or get up. The problem was that there was also no one to clean up after us, and it got to the point where you couldn't use cutlery or a plate without having to wash up first. One day we decided enough was enough. We drew up a chart listing household jobs and dividing it so no one got lumbered with doing everything."

Catherine: "When I was shown my room on my first day, my heart sank and my mother cried. It had grey walls, no carpet and a lumpy grey mattress. Then I remembered some advice a friend had given me. Pack a rug in case there's a stain on the carpet, and a poster to cover cracks in the wall. Once l'd got these things out, it looked better already. As I got to know people, I realized I wasn't the only one who felt awful. My advice is not to worry about feeling homesick: it's totally normal."

A big thank you to all the graduates and undergraduates who wrote to us.
Questions:

1. Write a title in English which best summarises the text, and justify your answer. 

2. Explain in English the meaning of the following expressions as used in the text: 

(1 point: 0,5 points each)


a) It works out better on your wallet.


b) We decided enough was enough.

3. Complete the second sentence of each pair so that it has the same meaning as the first one:  (2 points: 1 point each)
a) No doubt you've had advice from parents and teachers.


Parents and teachers......

b) My friend gave me this advice: "Pack a rug in case there's a stain on the carpet.".


My friend advised me......

4. Answer the following questions in your own words. The information must be taken from the text:   (2 points:1 point each)
a) Where do you think the text was taken from? Give reasons.

b) In what ways did Paul and Claire change their everyday habits to make life easier?

5. What do you think you will miss most about your present home when you leave it, and how will you try to compensate for these things ? 
(Minimum 80 words, maximum 100 words) (3 points).






2002

Read the text and the instructions to the questions very carefully.

Answer all the questions in English.

The United States is a relatively young country that occupies over 9 million square kilometres between Canada and Mexico. Puerto Rico, the Virgin lslands, American Samoa, Guam, Wake and Midway form part of the overseas territories of the country as annexed or as associated free states with internal self-governing bodies. Originally inhabited by about one and a half million American Indians, the country became a nation of immigrants who came first from West and Northern Europe, then from Asia and Latin America, in search of land, freedom and better living conditions.

Spanish explorers, attracted by gold, established themselves in Florida, Texas and the western part of the country, the French set up as fur traders, and the British were the first to colonise on a large scale, followed by waves of lrish, Germans, Dutch and Swedes. From Africa, people were taken against their will to provide slave labour for the southern colonists.

In order to survive, immigrants had to learn to organise and govern themselves, which wasn't easy for people who came from different cultural backgrounds and who had to undergo periods of famine, diseases, Indian attacks and unfavourable weather conditions. White people took away the Indians' land through treaties, war or threat. The white man's civilisation cut down forests, built railways and big cities. lndians were displaced and confined to reservations.

Groups such as the Chinese, Russians, Jews and Rumanians, who arrived later, were not welcomed by the older immigration groups, who felt the newcomers were overcrowding their cities and taking away their jobs. The newcomers were greeted with hostility and prejudice. Therefore, they formed their own ethnic neighbourhoods where they maintained their languages and customs.

Questions:

1. Write a title in English which best summarises the text, and justify your answer. 
(2 points)
2. Explain in English the meaning of the following expressions as used in the text: 
(1 point: 0,5 points each)

a) people were taken against their will.


b) their own ethnic neighbourhoods.

3. Complete the second sentence of each pair so that it has the same meaning as the first one:      (2 points: 1
point each).

a) White people took away the Indians' land through treaties, war or threat.


The lndians' land ....


b) The newcomers were greeted with hostility and prejudice. Therefore, they 
formed their own ethnic neighbourhoods.

If the newcomers...

4. Answer the following questions in your own words. The information must be taken from the text:      (2 points: 1 point each)

a) What were the different reasons for people going to the United States?


b) How did white people conquer the new land?

5. What conflicts can occur when a large number of new immigrants come to a country, and how can they be solved ? 
(Minimum 80 words, maximum 100 words) (3 points).






Setembro 2002

Read the text and the instructions to the questions very carefully.

Answer all the questions in English.

If you do not get legally married, the law will almost never treat you as if you were, no matter how long you live with someone. If it is a choice between marrying someone or living with them long​term, then marriage wins when it comes to financial security, especially for women. It may be the twenty-​first century, but it is still women who earn less, stay at home more and generally look after any children. They are usually financially weaker when a relationship ends.

If you are married, both partners normally have a right to a share of the marital home and its contents, whether they have contributed financially or not. A spouse who has been left, especially with children, may get it all. An ex-spouse may be entitled to personal maintenance, quite apart from any other maintenance paid for the children, plus the right to a share of the other's pension fund. An unmarried partner has no such rights.

Widows and widowers also get more financial protection from the law than live-in partners. If you die without a will, your widow or widower will automatically inherit -a lover will not, and a spouse has the right to challenge a will if they or any children are not provided for. And, married or not, there exists a strange concept in law called "joint and several liability", whereby, as far as debt is concerned, what's hers is his and what's his is hers. In other words, you both owe all the money.
Suppose you buy a TV and DVD player costing £1,000. You take out a loan over two years. Then, love being love, one of you decides to move out and stops paying the bills, but takes the TV and DVD. Who has to pay the debt? The finance company can sue either of you, no matter who actually has possession of the property. And if you are the one left behind, you are easier to find. One way out is to choose who buys what. Take it in turns so you know exactly who owns what.

Questions

1. Write a title in English which best summarises the text, and justify your answer. 
(2 points)
2. Explain in English the meaning of the foIlowing expressions as used in the text. 
(1 point: 0,5 points each)

a) marriage wins when it comes to financial security.


b) what's hers is his and what's his is hers.

3. Complete the second sentence of each pair so that it has the same meaning as the first one:             (2 points:1 point each)
a) Widows and widowers get more financial protection from the law than live-in partners.


The law...

b) It may be the twenty-first century, but it is still women who earn less.


Women still ...

4. Answer the following questions in your own words. The information must be taken from the text:
(2 points: 1 point each)

a) In what ways is a woman with children better protected if she is married?


b) Why is it dangerous to buy something together with your unmarried partner?

5. Do you agree with the arguments given in the text? Why / Why not ? 
(Minimum 80 words, maximum100 words) (3 points).








Xuño 2000

Read the text and the instructions to the questions very carefully. 
Answer all the questions in English.


We miss the whole point when we imagine that we tolerate the freedom of our political opponents as we tolerate a howling baby next door, as we put up with the blasts from our neighbour's radio because we are too peaceable to heave a brick through the window. If this were all there is to freedom of opinion, that we are too good natured or too timid to do anything about our opponents and our critics except to let them talk, it would be difficult to say whether we are tolerant because we are magnanimous or because we are lazy, because we have strong principles or because we lack convictions, whether we have the hospitality of an inquiring mind or the indifference of an empty mind. And so, if we truly wish to understand why freedom is necessary in a civilized society, we must begin by realizing that, because freedom of discussion improves our own opinions, the liberties of other men are our own vital necessity.


We are much closer to the essence of the matter, not when we quote Voltaire, but when we go to the doctor and pay him to ask us the most embarrassing questions and to prescribe the most disagreeable diet. When we pay the doctor to exercise complete freedom of speech about the cause and cure of our stomachache, we do not look upon ourselves as tolerant and magnanimous, and worthy to be admired by ourselves. We have enough common sense to know that if we threaten to put the doctor in jail because we do not like the diagnosis and the prescription it will be unpleasant for the doctor, to be sure, but equally unpleasant for our stomachache.

Questions

1. Write a title in English which best summarises the text and justify your answer.

 (2 marks)
2. Explain in English the meaning of the following expressions as used in the text:

 (1 mark: 0,5 each)

a) We miss the whole point


b) We are much closer to the essence of the matter

3. Complete the second sentence of each pair so that it has the same meaning as the first one:     (2 marks: 1 mark each)

a) If we truly wish to understand why freedom is necessary in a civilized society 
we must begin by tolerating our political opponents.


Lack of tolerance...................

b) We are too timid to do anything about our critics.
Timidity................................ 
4. Answer the following questions in your own words. The information must be taken from the text:      (2 marks: 1 mark each)

a) Does the writer illustrate our misconceptions about tolerance?


b) Do you find any link between political opposition and medical doctors? 
5. Freedom of opinion of others implies our own freedom. Do you agree with this statement? 
(minimum 80 words, maximum 100 words) (3 marks)






Setembro 2000

Read the text and the instructions to the questions very carefully.

Answer all the questions in English.


What is a celebrity? A celebrity is basically a famous person. Young people seem to talk about celebrities like Luke Perry, Shannon Doherty or Julia Roberts as their heroes. Yet, in the past, heroes were very different. They were people we admired because of their noble achievements. They were people who sacrificed themselves for a higher purpose, so as to save other people or to support an ideal. Martin Luther King is an American hero because he struggled to win civil rights for blacks. But what have Luke Perry or Shannon Doherty done for humanity?


Real heroes have inspired people to make sacrifices in order to achieve something worthwhile or to benefit society. Do celebrities inspire us to do great things? In contrast to heroes, some people who have no special talent have become celebrities and achieved fame without any sacrifice at all. Nevertheless, they inspire respect in teenagers. Celebrities like Sean Lennon or LaToya Jackson are famous only because they are relatives of famous people. What about models such as Linda Evangelista and Naomi Campbell? What contribution to society have they made to deserve the attention and adulation they receive? Perhaps we actually care more about fame than creative talent or noble achievement. People appear to be terribly interested in the lives of celebrities.


Are our lives so dull and empty that we need glamorous celebrities to brighten them up? Perhaps we simply want someone to look up to. Do we envy these people on account of their success? Do we admire the fame, wealth and status they possess? Are these the things we should admire a person for?


Why do you admire celebrities so? To my mind, it is because there are no real traditional heroes any more and celebrities are the next best thing.

Questions:

1. Write a title in English which best surnmarises the text and justify your answer.

(2 marks)

2. Explain in English the meaning of the following expressions as used in the text:

(1 mark: 0,5 each)


a) struggled to win civil rights


b) don't deserve their celebrity status

3. Complete the second sentence of each pair so that it has the same meaning as the forst one:            (2 marks: 1 mark each)

a) People sacrificed themselves for a higher purpose.


The reason.................


b) Perhaps we actually care more about fame than creative talent or noble 
achievement.

Fame........................ 
4. Answer fue following questions in your own words. The information must be taken from the text:     (2 marks: 1 mark each)

a) What is a hero?


b) Why are people interested in the lives of celebrities?
5. There are no real traditional heroes any more. Do you share this opinion? 
(80 words, maximum 100 words) (3 marks).

Xuño 2000

Read the text and the instructions to the questions very carefully. 
Answer all the questions in English.


A friend once told me that when he was under the influence of ether, he dreamed he was turning over the pages of a great book, in which he knew he would find, on the last page, the meaning of life. The pages of the book were alternately tragic and comic, and he turned page after page, his excitement growing, not only because he was approaching the answer but because he could not know until he arrived, on which side of the book the final page would be. At last it came: the universe opened up to him in a hundred words: and they were uproariously funny. He came back to consciousness crying with laughter, remembering everything. He opened his lips to speak. It was then that the great and comic answer plunged back out of his reach.


If I had to draw a picture of the person of Comedy, it is so I should like to draw it: the tears of laughter running down the face, one hand still lying on the tragic page which so nearly contained the answer, the lips about to frame the great revelation, only to find it had gone as disconcertingly as a chair twitching away when we want to sit down. Comedy is an escape, not from truth but from despair: a narrow escape into faith. It believes in a universal cause for delight, even though knowledge of the cause is always twitched away from under us, which leaves us to rest on our buoyancy. In tragedy every moment is eternity; in comedy eternity is a moment. In tragedy we suffer pain; in comedy pain is a fool, suffered gladly.

Questions:

1. Write a title in English which best surnmarises the text and justify your answer.

 (2 marks)
2. Explain in English the meaning of the following expressions as used in the text:

 (1 mark: 0,5 each)

a) He came back to consciousness crying with laughter


b) uproariously funny

3. Complete the second sentence of each pair so that it has the same meaning as the first one:   (2 marks: 1 mark each)

a) Comedy is an escape, not from truth but from despair.


It is not......................


b) If I had to draw a picture of a person of Comedy, it is so I should like to draw it

I...................... 
4. Answer the following questions in your own words. The information must be taken from the text:        (2 marks: 1 mark each)

a) How conscious was the author's friend when he was about to discover the 
meaning of life?


b) Was the writer able to share the knowledge of his friend's discovery?

5. "Life is a mixture of comedy and tragedy? Do you agree with this opinion? Why? Why not? 
(minimum 80 words, maximum 100 words) (3 marks)
Setembro 2000

Read the text and the instructions to the questions very carefuIly. 
Answer all the questions in English.


One of the most striking results to emerge from a recent survey of nineties teenagers in Britain is that they take their education very seriously. Most of them hope to go on to colleges and universities after school, even though only about 70% of them will make the grade. "Our school culture is one of great expectations, and young people have enormous pressure on them to succeed. It's tough-going", says headteacher, Anthony Pelligrini.


However, children aren't swots: sport and art are their favourite subjects. Foreign languages, which had always been so unpopular among British students of the past, are now becoming more and more popular. Young people are travelling a lot more and have a far greater awareness of European cultures and the importance of learning a second language than they did before. It is not enough to be able to splutter, as their parents did, "yo no hablo bien el español", in a Spanish accent!


In their free time, young people most enjoy watching TV, playing sports and meeting up with their friends. Many of them belong to sports clubs and a high proportion are involved in charity and environmental work. They put reading down as their fifth favourite hobby, preferring to watch a good video or soaps like "Friends" and "Eastenders". Their favourite film stars are Tom Cruise and Meg Ryan and tops of the music charts are The Spice Girls and George Michael.


As far as values are concerned, this generation is more confident in challenging established ideals. They realise the importance of mixing with each other and getting stuck into what they are doing. "If you don't fight your own corner, you've had it".

Questions:

1. Write a title in English which best summarises the text and justify your answer. 
(2 marks)

2. Explain in English the meaning of the following expressions as used in the text: 
(1 mark: 0,5 each)


a) a far greater awareness of



b) to be able to splutter

3. Complete the second sentence of each pair so that it has the same meaning as the first one:         (2 marks: 1 mark each)

a) Most of them hope to go on to colleges and universities after school


Colleges............


b) If you don't fight your own corner, you've had it

You have to.................... 
4. Answer the following questions in your own words. The information must be taken from the text:         (2 marks: 1 mark each)

a) Nowadays can teenagers speak foreign languages as well as their parents?


b) Do teenagers value their education very highly? 
5. What do you think about free time? 
(minimum 80 words, maximum 100 words) (3 marks)































































